Childhood Immunisations

For children under 6 years old, the immunisation module now features a dynamic immunisation schedule showing clinical staff what scheduled vaccinations have been administered and where in the schedule the patient is up to, based on today’s date, the patient’s age, whether or not they are an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and the state in which the patient lives.
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The blue triangle indicates where in the schedule the system predicts the patient should be up to.
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The green ticks indicate which immunisations have been recorded as administered to the patient.
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Whether or not the immunisation was administered here and if so by whom is indicated in the Doctor column.

Recording Immunisations

Before recording the actual immunisation, ensure that either the correct immunising doctor has been selected from the Doctor drop down box. If the immunisation was given some where other than at the practice, a tick should be placed in the Not Given Here tick box at the top of the screen. If the logged in user is set up as a doctor in the system, their name will default in. Otherwise the doctor field will be blank.

To record an administered immunisation, click on the required immunisation, and then the “Add” button near the top right of the window.

A Child Immunisation window is then displayed where the relevant information can be recorded.
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· The “Brand/Vaccine” drop down list contains the various brands available for that particular immunisation.

· The “Date Given” field defaults to today but can be modified by clicking on the calendar to the right of the field.

· The “Dose” defaults in according to where in the schedule the immunisation was selected.

· The Batch Number can be typed into the Batch No. field, and if this batch is to be used again, clicking the Store Batch No. tick box will store the batch number ready to default in next time this particular Brand/Vaccine is selected. The three latest batch numbers are stored and can be accessed via the Batch No. drop down box.

· The site can be selected from the options in the drop down box.

· The route can be recorded by ticking the appropriate “Route” tick box. IM = Intramuscular, SC = subcutaneous.

· Any comments can be recorded in the free text “Comments” field.

· If a recall needs to be created to remind the patient to return for a related follow-up, clicking on the Add Recall button at the bottom left of the window brings up the standard Recalls window.

· To save the entered information, click on the OK button.

When recording immunisations within the government schedule, there is the option to record all the immunisations in that particular part of the schedule, as opposed to recording an individual vaccination that forms part of that portion of the schedule.

For example, to record administering all immunisations in the 6 month old schedule, click on the “6 months” line in the window, and then click on the “add” button. This will bring up a Child Immunisation window for each of the vaccinations in this part of the schedule automatically.

If one of the vaccines selected is a combination of more than one vaccine (e.g. Infanrix HepB contains vaccines for DTPa and HepB), you will be prompted to enter the information only once, and ticks will automatically appear next to all relevant immunisations in the Childhood Immunisation Schedule Window.
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If a date in the past is recorded, a dialogue asking if the Immunisation was Not Given Here, and whether or not the immunisation should be sent to ACIR will be displayed. 

Modify or Delete Immunisation Details

· To modify or delete details of a previously recorded immunisation, click on the immunisation to highlight it, and click on the Modify or Delete button respectively.
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If Modify was clicked on, the previously recorded details will be displayed ready to be modified.

Note that the Dose cannot be modified. If this is incorrect, the immunisation must be deleted, and added in to the correct part of the schedule.

If the Delete button was clicked on, a dialogue asking you to confirm that you wish to delete the immunisation will be displayed.
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Note that if a combination vaccine has been modified or deleted, the changes will apply to all immunisations against which that vaccine has been recorded. E.g. if Infanrix HepB was deleted, it would be removed from both DTPa and hepB.

Non Schedule Vaccinations

To record a vaccination that does not form part of the government nominated schedule, select the appropriate doctor, and click on the “add” button in the lower part of the screen.



An “Immunisation” window will be displayed, similar to that when recording a Schedule immunisation.

 

All brands/vaccines held in the

system appear in the Brand/Vaccine 

drop down box for selection. If the 

required brand/vaccine does not appear in the list, you can click on the Manual button to enter a free text Brand/Vaccine which will be recorded for this particular patient only.

All other details are the same as for schedule immunisations.

Immunisations Report
At the bottom left of the Immunisations window is a button labelled “View Report”. Clicking on this button generates the Immunisations report which can then be printed if required.

Adult Immunisations

Clicking on the Immunisations icon in a current encounter generates an “Administered Immunisations” window where previously administered immunisations can be viewed, modified and deleted, and new immunisations added.

To Add an immunisation, click on the Add button.

An Immunisation window the same as the non-schedule immunisation window for childhood immunisations is displayed where vaccines can be selected, the dose, batch number, site, route and any comments recorded, and the recalls module initiated. If the required brand/vaccine does not appear in the list, you can click on the Manual button to enter a free text Brand/Vaccine, which will be recorded for this particular patient only.
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To modify or delete immunisation details, click on the required immunisation to highlight it in the Administered list on the Administered Immunisations screen, then click on the Modify or Delete buttons as required.

Childhood Immunisation Schedule Product Defaults

There is now the ability to set product defaults for each of the childhood immunisation schedule vaccines available, in the Global options. This will default in the set product when the relevant immunisation is added to the patient record. The defaults are to be found in the ACIR Immunisation Defaults tab of the Global Options (in the Tools menu). Both the product and route defaults can be set for individual and combination vaccinations. 
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If product defaults have been set for the immunisations, users have the choice to be prompted to check the settings as each immunisation is recorded, or to have the immunisations recorded using set defaults with a single click. 

The single click option will use the product and route defaults, and latest recorded batch number to record the selected immunisations. These can then be checked on the Childhood Immunisation Schedule main screen and modified if required. Adding the entire schedule for a particular age will use the defaults for the complete suite of vaccinations, allowing recording of several immunisations with a single click. If a default is missing for a particular immunisation, the prompt screen will come up allowing selection of the relevant product.

If the ACIR Prompt is switched on, the Childhood Immunisation window will be displayed for each immunisation, populated with the defaults set in the Global options, to be checked and modified if required before being saved.

This setting can be found in “My Options”, called “ACIR Immunisation Prompt”

Having the checkbox ticked generates the populated Childhood immunisation window as each immunisation is recorded.

Having the checkbox un-ticked, facilitates the single click addition of immunisations (where defaults have been set). Please note that batch numbers etc must be checked and modified if required in the single click scenario.

