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October 2008 General Release 

Set up notes for Practice Managers
In the October 2008 general release of Zedmed Clinical, significant improvements to the Prescribing module have been incorporated. In order to maximize effectiveness of the new features, consideration needs to be given to the set up of the system.

Inclusion of PRN drugs category
Previously there have only been two categories under which scripts have been able to be grouped: Current and Non-current. Now the Current category has been subdivided into Regular Use, PRN (optional) and Short Term.
Consider whether the PRN category will be useful for your practice, and tick this option in Global options if required.
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Deactivation of Prescribing if no Allergies information recorded
Recording of allergies information forms part of the Accreditation standards. Meeting this requirement can be assisted by deactivating the prescribing module for patients who have nothing recorded in the Allergies part of their record. Deactivation of prescribing under these circumstances can be switched on by ticking the relevant setting in Global Options.
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“Medication lasts until” date

One of the features of the new prescribing functionality is the addition of a “Medication lasts until” date. This date provides an estimate of when the course of medication prescribed is expected to run out, assuming the patient is taking the specified dose.

Default period that medications will last
There is a default period for any medication course length which can be set in the Global options. 
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The installation default is 28 days. If no automatic calculation by the system is possible, and the date is not overwritten, this is the period that the system assumes the course of medication will last.
Reminder period prior to medications running out
One of the useful purposes of this “Medication lasts until” date is that the system can remind or prompt a doctor that the course of medication will soon run out, allowing the doctor to write a new script for the patient before they actually run out of the medication.

In the Global options, the practice can set the number of days prior to the date that the medication will run out, that the doctors will be prompted to renew the medication.
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Calculation effect of Dosage Instructions and Frequencies
When prescribing is carried out, the system will attempt to calculate (based on the script date, the dosage entered by the doctor, the quantity and the number of repeats) how many days the medication will last, and hence the “Medication lasts until “ date.

In order for the system to be able to perform this calculation, the “calculation effect” of the various “Frequency” and “Instructions” items in the dosage screen needs to be specified.
The standard items in these screens will have the calculation effect default in as part of the upgrade. However, any items added by practices will need to have the calculation effect specified if relevant.

The calculation effects available to choose from are:

· Doses per day

· Days per dose

Doses per day indicates that the instruction/frequency would apply every day.

Days per dose indicates instead that the instruction/frequency would be taken once every few days.
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For example, the screen shot above 4 times a day has no calculation effect specified. 
If the doctor was to use this in a dosage, it would mean that the patient would be taking 4 measures (tablets, capsules, mls etc) each day. In this instance the calculation effect should be set to 4 doses per day.
Another example is “every 6 hours”.  This would mean, in effect, 4 measures in each 24 hour period, which should therefore be set to 4 doses per day.

A different example would be “on alternate days”. This would mean that the patient should take the measure once every two days, which should therefore be set up as 2 days per dose.
Further explanatory notes have been included on the Editing window to assist with setting this up.

Hide if Non-current
Medications designated as Short Term will automatically be made Non-current once they have passed a defined period after their “Medication Lasts until” date.  This period is defined in Global Options, with an installation default of 7 days.
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The system can be set so that the default is for these short term medications to be automatically hidden once they become Non-current. 
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The intention is to allow practices to maintain shorter tidier lists including only relevant medications. This makes the list smaller to view on screen, and ensures that only relevant medications are dropped into referral letters and other documents.

Hidden medications can be viewed in both the Summary View Medications tab and Existing Drugs tab in the Prescribing Module by right clicking and selecting the required “Show Drugs” option.

If the default is set to make the short term medications hidden when they become Non-current, the effect of this is to default this setting to be ticked on the prescribing screen when the drug is set to Short Term.

[image: image8.png]Ed script Details

Dosage Delals

Caloultor

Frequency

Rulide Tablets 150 mg [10]

Instructons:

capstle
diop
pulf
tablet
12
2times aday

Ttimes a day

Atimes a day

Percent

& slficient quantiy
cubic centineties

eaqual patts

every & hous

every § hous

every day

eve hour

every ek

inthe micdle of the right
millgrams

illes

Before Breaklast
afer breakfast
aher meals

as diested

as needed

at bedtime.
atnight

before meals

by mouth

froely 3s warted
nthe morning
lef zar

left eye

iight ear

iight eye

with iater

wite on the label

MIMS Reference Infamatian
MIMS Dosage

Take greater than or equal o 15 min before o1 > 3 s after food.
Adlts: 300 mg/day in 1-2 dvided doses.
Atypical peumaria: 150 mg twice dai.

Durstion ususly 510 days; stieptococoal thioat: greater than of equal
1010 days; nongorococeal STD: up to 20 days.

Chien > 40 kg; 150 mg twice daly (equiv.
58 mg/ka/day) man 10 deys

Drug Use:

Dosage Ful Text

Semisynihelic macrolde. Mid mod severe infections due o susceptble
orgarisms; adls: tespiaton lact, sk, skin stucture, nongonococeal
wethtis; chidens phayngits, tonsls, impetigo

‘Authorty/RB/Sec100 Indication

© Regular Use. OPRN

Quentiy 110

Riepests.

saptbae (2092000 (3]

i from display (archive] f not

curent

Diug Notes.

O Shott Tem

PBS allows 1 repeat

Medicine estimsted tolastuntl | 20/10/2008

Wain me to enew scipt aer | 13/10/2008

PBS Status
OPivale @PBS /RPBS ORPBS OPBS O Section 100

[Reg24  [huthoity  []Brand Substiution NOT Pemmitted

‘Addta encourter nales

(s i ) (s ) (@ adtorar | [ Addtorinmy





This can be un-ticked for individual drugs as required by the doctor, but the default would be for it to be ticked, if the Global Options setting is ticked.
Current drugs merge fields
In the new version, the Medications merge field has been replaced with 3 new merge fields: 

· Regular Use Medications

· PRN medications

· Short Term Medications

Any templates using the Medications merge field existing when the update is applied, will have this merge field replaced with the three new merge fields to ensure that no medications are left out of documents. 

It may be that it is more accurate to use less than all three of these merge fields in some particular templates, or rather to go through and label the separate merge fields more accurately.
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